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Abstract

In this paper, we aim to clarify the actual conditions of agricultural certification systems in Japan
and the structure of value creation associated with them. In recent years, various certification
systems have been introduced against the backdrop of growing interest in sustainable agriculture and
food safety. However, there are limited studies that comparatively examine how these systems
function across distribution channels and consumer behavior. The study conducted interviews with
retailers and certification bodies to comparatively analyze the roles and impacts of different
certification systems, including the Organic JAS, JGAP, and grazing livestock certification systems.
The results indicate that these certification systems can be classified according to their
characteristics, and that they constitute frameworks encompassing multiple functions:
“Consumer-oriented value communication,” “Internal management,” and “Ideological value
presentation.” Furthermore, certification systems serve not only as a tool for retailers but also as a
source of revenue for certification bodies, suggesting that value generated through these systems is
distributed among related stakeholders.
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